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will no longer have access to as they 
have known in the past because he is 
closing the roads and, in essence, put-
ting up signs that almost say ‘‘no tres-
passing’’ to humans. That means hunt-
ers, that means campers, loggers, peo-
ple who have traditionally gone into 
the woods to pick berries, to enjoy 
family outings, photographers, ranch-
ers, Americans who enjoy our national 
forests. 

Mr. Speaker, 41 million new acres can 
no longer be accessed by most Ameri-
cans. Only the young and fit who are 
able to hike in wilderness conditions 
will be able to access our forests. With 
the stroke of a pen. 

Mr. Speaker, what this does is actu-
ally destroys our forests and families 
and communities. This has a real 
human face on it, and it is a big prob-
lem. 

f 

BP AMOCO AND GM—PARTNERSHIP 
FOR CLEANER FUELS 

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, start-
ing today, the men and women and 
children of Chicagoland can breathe 
easier, thanks to the innovative and 
cooperative efforts of BP Amoco and 
General Motors. These two responsible 
corporate citizens today will announce 
that cleaner burning, low-sulfur gaso-
line will be distributed by Amoco and 
BP service stations throughout the 
Chicagoland area. 

The resulting emissions reductions 
will be equivalent to removing 70,500 
cars from Chicagoland’s highways each 
day. That is more than three times the 
number of cars that enter Chicago on 
the Kennedy Expressway each day dur-
ing the morning rush hour. 

BP Amoco and GM are not waiting 
for government mandates, they are not 
waiting for consumer demand, they are 
not waiting for someone else to take 
the lead, and they are not waiting for 
air quality in Chicago to get better on 
its own. To top things off, BP Amoco 
will continue to use ethanol in the 
Chicagoland area. They have chosen to 
support the farmers of America’s 
heartland while improving the air qual-
ity of our cities. 

Thanks to their innovative corporate 
partnership, BP Amoco and General 
Motors are working to address air qual-
ity issues using new and creative ap-
proaches. 

f 
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PRAISING SENATE REPUBLICANS 
FOR VOTING TO TURN DOWN 
THE TEST BAN TREATY 

(Mr. SMITH of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, we have heard this morning individ-
uals from the other side of the aisle 
criticize turning down the nuclear test 
ban treaty over in the Senate. 

I am disappointed that there was par-
tisanship on the part of the Democrats, 
that all those Democrats in the Senate 
voted for that test ban treaty, despite 
the fact that six former Secretaries of 
Defense urged the Senate to vote it 
down, four former Secretaries of En-
ergy urged the Senate to vote it down, 
four former CIA directors urged the 
Senate to turn it down; (that includes 
two of the directors in the CIA ap-
pointed by President Clinton, Jim 
Woolsey and John Deutch), two former 
national security advisers, urged the 
Senate to turn it down; four former 
chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
and former Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger called the Senate saying it 
was going to tremendously jeopardize 
the security of this country if they 
voted for it. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, it is important 
that as we look at all this expert ad-
vice and all of the additional retired 
generals and admirals that have come 
forward urging a ‘‘no’’ vote, there is no 
question in my mind, we have done this 
country a security favor by turning 
down this particular test ban treaty. 
Good going, Senate Republicans, for 
doing what is right. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PEASE). All Members are reminded that 
they are to refrain from characterizing 
the actions of the Senate. 

f 

THE EDUCATION OF OUR CHIL-
DREN IS CRITICAL TO AMER-
ICA’S FUTURE 

(Mr. ROYCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, in my 
view, nothing is more important to the 
future of this country than the edu-
cation of our children. Our kids are 
going to be the future doctors, the fu-
ture scientists. They are going to be 
our future leaders. As such, we want to 
assure that they have the best edu-
cation possible. 

This comes down to a question of 
who knows best how to develop that 
curriculum. Who should be developing 
that curriculum? Should it be the 
teachers? They are in the classroom. 
Or should it be some bureaucrat miles 
and miles away? Should it be some bu-
reaucrat in Washington, D.C. that de-
velops that curriculum? 

The Federal Government today oper-
ates 760 Federal education programs, 39 
different Federal education agencies. 
This is $100 billion that we spend on 

education. Yet, public education for 
some reason is worse than it was 20 
years ago. It is worse. 

We can improve education by shifting 
decision-making power towards prin-
cipals, teachers, parents, and people 
who have a direct impact on learning. 
That is why I am pleased to have co-
sponsored the Dollars to the Classroom 
resolution, which urges the Depart-
ment of Education to spend 95 percent 
in the classroom. 

f 

WAIVING POINTS OF ORDER 
AGAINST CONFERENCE REPORT 
ON H.R. 2684, DEPARTMENTS OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000 
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 328 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 328 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 2684) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Veterans Affairs and Housing 
and Urban Development, and for sundry 
independent agencies, boards, commissions, 
corporations, and offices for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2000, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against consideration are 
waived. The conference report shall be con-
sidered as read. 

SEC. 2. House Resolution 300 is laid on the 
table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is 
recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for 
purposes of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MOAKLEY), 
the distinguished ranking member of 
the Committee on Rules, pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
the resolution, all time yielded is for 
purposes of debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 328 is 
a rule providing for the consideration 
of the VA–HUD conference report 
which provides funding in fiscal year 
2000 for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, among 
other programs. 

The rule waives all points of order 
against the conference report and 
against its consideration. 

Mr. Speaker, today, with the passage 
of this rule and the VA–HUD con-
ference report, Congress will be one 
step closer to meeting our budget goals 
for the year 2000; namely, maintaining 
a balanced budget without raiding the 
social security trust fund to pay for it. 

We have fought long and hard to 
achieve a balanced budget by making 
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